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MEDIA RELEASE 
 (December 2, 2016, Halifax, Nova Scotia) Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia (HTNS) recently held a luncheon and tour of Churchill House, Hantsport for members and friends. Silent and live auctions raised approximately $2,000 for conservation work to the historic 1860 building.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]A cheque was handed over this week by Beth Keech of Grand Pré, Secretary of the Board of HTNS, to Hantsport and Area Historical Society President, Jud Porter, before a meeting of the Kings Hants Heritage Connection, an association of heritage groups and institutions.  On behalf of Heritage Trust, Hantsport and Area Historical Society will present the funds to Margot Bureaux of the Hantsport Memorial Community Centre, owners of the Churchill House, at the Churchill House Christmas Dinner on Saturday evening, December 3.

Built by Senator Ezra Churchill for his second son, John Wylie Churchill, the house displays the quality of materials and workmanship that a wealthy ship owner of the time could afford. What was a gracious home for the Churchill family is now open for community use.  Rental for private functions helps to pay for its upkeep.  Repairs and restoration work are on-going.

Beautiful, decorative painted surfaces are a particular feature of the house. Francis Da Silva’s murals from the carriage house were removed by the Art Gallery of NS in 1978 (photographs of the murals are displayed on the second floor) but the basement walls of the house still exhibit examples of his work. The main floor of the house was restored in 1966 as a Centennial project. Two second-floor rooms were refurbished later and plans are underway for work on two rooms used for dressing by wedding parties renting the house. 

Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia, founded in 1959, is a non-profit registered charity whose goal is to conserve buildings and sites of historic significance, and to promote this important cultural component of Nova Scotia’s identity. The Trust has funded documentation of Painted Rooms around the province, following on the early work by Heritage Trust founding member, Cora Greenaway, and by a former president, Joyce McCulloch.
     
For more information, visit: www.htns.ca | Twitter @HTNovaScotia | www.facebook.com/HeritageTrustNovaScotia.                                                                                                        
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Joe Ballard, President        president@htns.ca or 902-423-4807
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